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PREFACE

This edition of. the Right to Information Act, 2005 (Act No. 22 0f2005) ason the
31st October, 2005, containing the Authoritative Textsof that Actin Tamil and the same
was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part XV, Section 1, Vol. I, dated 30th
March 2006 on pages from 1 to 28.

The Authoritative Texts in Tamil was published under the authority: of the
President under clause (a). of Section 2 of the Authoritative Texts (Central Laws) Act,
1973 (Act No. 50 of 1973) and on such publication, it became the authoritative texts of the
Actin Tamil.

New Delhi, (Signed).....oorureernrnrrerns ;
30th March, 2006. Secretary to Government of India.
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Short title,
extent and
commence-
ment.

Definitiions.

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
(ACT No. 22 OF 2005)

An Act to provide for setting out the practical regime of right to information for
citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, in order to
promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, the
constitution of a Central Information Commission and State Information Commissions
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

WHEREAS the Constitution of India has established democratic Republic;

AND, WHEREAS democracy requires an informed citizenry and transparency of
information which are vital to its functioning and also to contain corruption and to hold
Governments and their instrumentalities accountable to the governed;

AND, WHEREAS revelation of information in actual practice is likely to conflict with
other public interests including efficient operations of the Governments, optimum use of
limited fiscal resources and the preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information;

AND, WHEREAS it is necessary to harmonise these conflicting interests while
preserving the paramountcy of the democratic ideal;

Now, THEREFORE, it is expedient to provide for furnishing certain information to citizens
who desire to have it.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows:—

CHAPTER 1
PREUMINARY

1. (1) This Act may be called the Right to Information Act, 2005.
(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir,

(3) The provisions of sub-section (/) of Section 4, sub-sections (/) and (2) of
Section 5, Sections 12,13,15,16,24,27 and 28 shall come into force at once, and the remain-
ing provisions of this Act shall come into force on the one hundred and twentieth day of
its enactment.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “appropriate Government” means in relation to a public authority which is
established, constituted, owned, controlled or substantially financed by funds provided
directly or indirectly—

() by the Central Government or the Union territory administration,
the Central Government;
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(i) by the State Government, the State Government;

(b) “Central Information Commission” means the Central Information
Commission constituted under sub-section (/) of Section 12;

(c) “Central Public Information Officer” means the Central Public Information
Officer designated under sub-section (/) and includes a Central Assistant Public
Information Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of Section 3;

(d) “ChiefInformation Commissioner” and “Information Commissioner” means
the Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioner appointed under
sub-section (3) of Section 12;

(e) “‘competent authority” means,—

(i) the Speaker in the case of the House of the People or the Legis-
lative Assembly of a State or a Union territory having such
Assembly and the Chairman in the case of the Council of States
or Legislative Council of a State;

(ii) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Court;

(i) the Chief Justice of the High Court in the case of a High Court;

(iv) the President or the Governor, as the case may be, in the case of
other authorities established or constituted by or under the
Constitution;

(v) the administrator appointed under article 239 of the Constitution;

(/ “information”means any material in any form, including records, documents,
memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts,
reports, papers, samples, models, data material held in any electronic form and information
relating to any private body which can be accessed by a public authority under any other
law for the time being in force;

(g) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act by the
appropriate Government or the competent authority, as the case may be;

(h) “public authority” means any authority or body or institution of self-
Government established or constituted,—

(@) by or under the Constitution;

(b) by any other law made by Parliament;
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(c) by any other law made by State Legislature;

(d) by notification issued or order made by the appropriate
Government, and includes any—

(i) body owned, controlled or substantially financed,

(ii) non-Government organisation substantially financed,directly
or indirectly by funds provided by the appropriate Government;

(i) “record” includes,—

(a) any document, manuscript and file;
(b) any microfilm, microfiche and facsimile copy of a document;
(c) any reproduction of image or images embodied in such micro

film (whether enlarged or not); and

(d) any other material produced by a computer or any other device;

(/) “right to information” means the right to information accessible under
this Act which is held by or under the control of any public authority and includes the
right to—

(i) inspection of work, documents, records;

(ii) taking notes, extracts or certified copies of documents or
records;

(iii) taking certified samples of material;

(iv obtaining information in the form of diskettes, floppies, tapes,
video cassettes or in any other electronic mode or through
printouts where such information is stored in a computer or in
any other device;

(k) “State Information Commission” means the State Information Commis-
sion constituted under sub-section (1) of Section 15;

(1) “State Chief Information Commissioner” and “State Information
Commissioner” mean the Statz Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information
Commissioner appointed under sub-section (3) of Section 15;
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(m) “State Public Information Officer” means the State Public Information
Officer designated under sub-section (/) and includes a State Assistant Public Informa-
tion Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of Section §;

(n) “third party” means a person other than the citizen making a request for
information and includes a public authority.

CHAPTER 11

RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

3. Subject to the provisions of this Act, all citizens shall have the right to informa-

Right to 2
information.  Uion.
Obligations of - 4, (/) Every public authority shall—
public authori-
tes. (a) maintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed in a manner and the

form which facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure that all records
that are appropriate to be computerised are, within a reasonable time and subject to
availability of resources, computerised and connected through a network all over the
country on different systems so that access to such records is facilitated;

(b) publish within one hundred and twenty days from the enactment of this
. Act,—

(i) the particulars of its organisation, functions and duties;

(i) the powers and duties of its officers and employees;

(iii) the procedure followed in the decision making process, including
channels of supervision and accountability;

(iv) the norms set by it for the discharge of its functions;

(v) the rules, regulations, instructions, manuals and records, held by it
or under its control or used by its employees for discharging its
functions;

(vi) a statement of the categories of documents that are held by it or
under its control;



() “wrlevls Glumss ssaew Ieyeuei” ereiTusl, 5 b Uiflaler
() oo 2. Lfalleriig LgaIGLIWT GPSsLL 1 wrlevls QuUTsd SHeaie
Q@euevr ereirmy GuimeTL@ID; wHmid yLiiiMaller (2)oub o 1iMelering,
yeueury UGl @iissi’ L e wrhles QuTss sHeucd 2 FHal
<2/GYQUGUENTUILD 2 GITGTL_SEHLD;

(1) “eepedTmmid Srinewri” eTedTLISG, SHeuey GlUNCISDHTSHSG BHTifldhens
QFIGD Gl LosHeT VeVUTSH (i BT eTemm GUIT@BETLIRLD; LMD @ GHITsy
BT eI SenaT 2 6Teml _&@Lb.

SbHwirund 11

geud Qupib = fleawvuyd, Qurg fsrroymulysaistr &sLsowl
Qurgliys @si

3. QUbsF FL_L_HF6T SIHH(PODF@HSHG 2L LI (5, DT EHS LY L05HSHEHLD
saaued Gumib 2feno 2enL_weur yeur.

4. () Qurg HPSTT ML @eublaTesmib,—

() QBsF &FLL sFerug  Fsauew OGueusHETET 2 Manoenis
STANSTHGUSNE ThS (LpeOD LIIGTLIL & GGOT b (Lpenmuiaid, Lig auGSlepin
e flweuray ulique uflensgs GesTeulled_@w, ysraflass GsmeEliie
Iyt cueneni ILIBSSNYLD, ST LIF6Y(HHHET DN SDBILD NEUGHS CU(HS6V
Qoaueir(PLd; mmydb  sewllesflounorssiu@eusng o fwusmer L] yHsser
QYDA SGULD BUITUIOTET SHTVSHNG@HLD, DN  eLPGVLILILG 6UBIFHET
ReWL_5HdanIgUIUSTOUTS @QIHLUUSDE 2L UL (BUD, ISSSHILILI LGayI5éhHemern
staflgmas Gumin GQumesl_®, wevQeumiu 1 ewioliLjsafler epevioms, Br@E
pupaugis SeanflafluwrssiuBeaamsuyd, aameliierarsy epeaLd
QarTLryu@ssliu@aemsiin 2 0% Gauig Gamerenges Geiewr@BLb;

() QBsE b Quipplint Hed i Bram GBS BT S@5EGeT,
Sesraumeuareunenn GlevefuiiBser CeovetwrMd onmid eeGeurii TG @S
QeaualliGsar, srardg G55 ewengulevmerenanuTs WTHUBLLG S Goveist GILD,—

()  oyzer yewwiiy, e GlFrwpuenilaer MDD HL_ewLo
@D&S afleuTmiser;

(i) yser yaveuevTaaT LofmIDd Lswfimen seflet 9&sTTmiseT
LOMMILD  SHL_EMLOSHEIT;

(i) sawsTenly wwHmd uvBevallsGo G LT lifer
uflouemssear 2 ararLmswTs, Py La®sGLw
apemsafl e eruDpLi_GeueiTigul HeH_(Lpenn;

(iv) ysear Qoewpuesiisamer YHDUSDSTS I H6T T 6V
@ sasu L Gppliperpsen;

v) Qurgr SsTrsenolilenTey meughsieuT LR eleug)
el  SGLL Terensuiler Superer el I ST
QewpuelFenar YDDIISDSHTS I SH6T LIGRHWLIT 61T T &1 T 6V
LweTLURSSLILELD a6, S LpmIELpeD, IBIHT, TajeTseT,
M&QWBFET LOAMILD LISQ(HHSHET;

(Vi) Qurg HYBSTFYMWLOUTEH UGS WTLUUGLD 26V
QY& S _marensulley 2 eirar cgg;mm:ﬁrassrﬂs&r CUCI EHHGIT
upP @@ elleugeyens;

FHHEUGV
Glumb
2 flenio.

Quimgy
HBHTIT

; e
SFL_GNLOLY

@rmmyti yaer



(vii) the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consultation with,
or representation by, the members of the public in relation to the
formulation of'its policy or implementation thereof;

(viii) a statement of the boards, councils, committees and other
bodies consisting of two or more persons constituted as its part or
for the purpose of its advice, and as to whether meetings of
those boards, councils, committees and other bodies are open to
the public, or the minutes of such meetings are accessible for public;

(ix) a directory of its officers and employees;

(x) the monthly remuneration received by each of its officers and
employees, including the system of compensation as provided in
its regulations;

(xi) the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating the particulars
of all plans, proposed expenditures and reports on disbursements
made;

(xii) the marner of execution of subsidy programmes, including the
amounts allocated and the details of beneficiaries of such
programmes;

(xiii) particulars of recipients of concessions, permits or authorisations
granted by it;

(xiv) details in respect of the information, available to or held by it,
reduced in an electronic form;

(xv) the particulars of facilities available to citizens for obiaining informa-
tion, including the working hours of a library or reading room, if
maintained for public use;

(xvi) the names, designations and other particulars of the Public Infor-
mation Officers;

(xvii) such other information as may be prescribed; and thereafier up
daie these publications every ycar;

(c) publish all relevant facts while formulating important policies or announc-
ing the decisions which affect public;

(d) provide reasons for its administrative or quasi-judicial decisions to affected
persons.
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Designation of
Public Informa-
tion Officers.

(2) It shall be a constant endeavour of every public authority to take steps in accord-
ance with the requirements of clause () of sub-scction (1) to provide as much informa-
tion suo motu to the public at regular intervals through various means of communications,
including internet, so that the public have minimum resort to the use of this Act to obtain
information.

(3) For the purposes of sub-section (1), every information shall be disseminated -

widely-and in such form and manner which is easily accessible to the public.

(4) All materials shall be disseminated taking into consideration the cost effectiveness,
local language and the most effective method of communication in that local area and the
information should be easily accessible, to the extent possible in electronic format with
the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may
be, available free or at such cost of the medium or the print cost price as may be prescribed.

Explanation.—For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (4), “disseminated”
means making known or communicated the information to the public through notice boards,
newspapers, public announcements, media broadcasts, the internet or any other means,
including inspection of offices of any public authority.

5. (1) Every public authority shall, within one hundred days of the enactment of this
Act, designate as many officers as the Central Public Information Officers or State Public
Information Officers, as the case may be, in all administrative units or offices under it as
may be necessary to provide information to persons requesting for the information under
this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (/), every public authority
shall designate an officer, within one hundred days of the enactment of this Act, at each
sub- divisional level or other sub-district level as a Central Assistant Public Information
Officer or a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be, to receive the
applications for information or appeals under this Act for forwarding the same forthwith to
the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer or Senior
Officer specified under sub-section (/) of Section 19 or the Central Information Commission
or the State Information Commission, as the case may be:

Provided that where an application for information or appeal is given to a Central
Assistant Public Information Officer or a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, a period of five days shall be added in computing the period for response
specified under sub-section (/) of Section 7.

" (3) Every Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, shall deal with requests from persons seeking information and render
reasonable assistance to the persons seeking such information.

(4) The Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, may seek the assistance of any other officer as he or she considers it
necessary for the proper discharge of his or her duties.
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Request for
obtaining
information.

Disposal of
request,

(5) Any officer, whose assistance has been sought under sub-section (4), shall
render all assistance to the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, seeking his or her assistance and for the purposes of any
contravention of the provisions of this Act, such other officer shall be treated as a Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be.

6. (1) A person, who desires to obtain any information under this Act, shall make a
request in writing or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the official language
of the area in which the application is being made, accompanying such fee as may be
prescribed, to—

(a) the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, of the concerned public authority;

(b)  the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant
Public Information Officer, as the case may be,

specifying the particulars of the information sought by him or her:

Provided that where such request cannot be made in writing, the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall render all
reasonable assistance to the person making the request orally to reduce the same in
writing,

(2) An applicant making request for information shall not be required to give any
reason for requesting the information or any other personal details except those that may
be necessary for contacting him.

(3) Where an application is made to a public authority requesting for an
information,—
(i)  which is held by another public authority; or

(ii) the subject matter of which is more closely connected with the func-
tions of another public authority,

the public authority, to which such application is made, shall transfer the application or
such part of it as may be appropriate to that other public authority and inform the
applicant immediately about such transfer:

Provided that the transfer of an application pursuant to this sub-section shall be
made as soon as practicable but in no case later than five days from the date of receipt of
the application.

7. (1) Subject to the proviso to sub-section (2) of Section5 or the proviso to
sub- section (3) of Section 6, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, on receipt of a request under Section 6 shall, as
expeditiously as possible, and in any case within thirty days of the receipt of the request,
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either provide the information on payment of such fee as may be prescribed or reject the
request for any of the reasons specified in Sections 8 and 9:

Provided that where the information sought for concerns the life or liberty of a
person, the same shall be provided within forty-eight hours of the receipt of the request.

(2) If the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, fails to give decision on the request for information within the period
specified under sub-section (/), the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, shall be deemed to have refused the request.

(3) Where a decision is taken to provide the information on payment of any further
fee representing the cost of providing the information, the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall send an intimation to
the person making the request, giving—

(a) the details of further fees representing the cost of providing the informa-
tion as determined by him, together with the calculations made to arrive at the amount in
accordance with fee prescribed under sub-section (/), requesting him to deposit that fees,
and the period intervening between the despatch of the said intimation and payment of
fees shall be excluded for the purpose of calculating the period of thirty days referred to in
that sub-section;

(b) information concerning his or her right with respect to review the deci-
sion as to the amount of fees charged or the form of access provided, including the
particulars of the appellate authority, time limit, process and any other forms.

(4) Where access to the record or a part thereof is required to be provided under
this Act and the person to whom access is to be provided is sensorily disabled, the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall
provide assistance to enable access to the information, including providing such assistance
as may be appropriate for the inspection.

(5) Where access to information is to be provided in the printed or in any electronic
format, the applicant shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section (6), pay such fee as
may be prescribed:

Provided that the fee prescribed under sub-section (/) of Section 6 and sub- sections
(1) and (5) of Section 7 shall be reasonable and no such fee shall be charged from the
persons who are of below poverty line as may be determined by the appropriate Government.

(6) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3), the person making
request for the information shall be provided the information free of charge where a public
authority fails to comply with the time limits specified in sub-section (/).
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Exemption
from disclosure
of information

(7) Before taking any decision under sub-section (/), the Central Public Informa-
tion Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall take into consid-
eration the representation made by a third party under Section 11.

(8) Where a request has been rejected under sub-section ( /), the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall
communicate to the person making the request,—

(/) the reasons for such rejection;

(if) the pericd within which an appeal against such rejection may be
preferred; and

(#ii} the particulars of the appellate authority.

(9) An information shall ordinarily be provided in the form in which it is sought
unless it would disproportionately divert the resources of the public authority or would
be detrimental to the safety or preservation of the record in question.

8. (/) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, there shall be no obligation to
give any citizen,—

(a) information, disclosure of which would prejudicially affect the sovereignty
and integrity of India, the security, strategic, scientific or economic interests of the State,
relation with foreign State or lead to incitement of an offence;

(b) information which has been expressly forbidden to be published by any
Court of law or tribunal or the disclosure of which may constitute contempt of Court;

(c) information, the disclosure of which would cause a breach of privilege of
Parliament or the State Legislature;

(d) information including commercial confidence, trade secrets or intellectual
property, the disclosure of which would harm the competitive position of a third party,
unless the competent authority -is satisfied that larger public interest warrants the
disclosure of such information;

(e) information available to a person in his fiduciary relationship, unless the
competent authority is satisfied that the larger public interest warrants the disclosure of
such information;

(4 information received in confidence from foreign Government;

(g) information, the disclosure of which would endanger the life or physical
safety of any person or identify the source of information or assistance given in
confidence for law enforcement or security purposes;

(h) information which would impede the process of investigation or apprehension
or prosecution of offenders;
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Sevcrability.
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(i) cabinet papers including records of deliberations of the Council of Ministers,
Secretaries and other officers:

Provided that the decisions of Council of Ministers, the reasons thereof, and the
material on the basis of which the decisions were taken shall be made public after the
dccision_has been taken, and the matter is complete, or over:

Provided further that those matters which come under the exemptions specificd
in this Section shall not be disclosed;

(/) information which relates to personal information the disclosure of which has
no relationship to any public activity or interest, or which would cause unwarranted in-
vasion of the privacy of the individual unless the Central Public Information Officer or the
State Public Information Officer or the Appellate Authority, as the case may be, is satisfied
that the larger public interest justifies the disclosure of such information:

Provided that the information which cannot be denied to the Parliament or a State
Legislature shall not be denied to any person.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in the Official Secrets Act, 1923 nor any of the
exemptions permissible in accordance with sub-section (/), a public authority may allow
access to information, if public interest in disclosure outweighs the harm to the protected
interests.

(3) Subject to the provisions of clauses (a), (c¢) and (i) of sub-section (1), any
information relating to any occurrence, event or matter which has taken place, occurred or
happened twenty years before the date on which any request is made under Section 6
shall be provided to any person making a request under that Section:

Provided that where any question arises as to the date from which the said period of
twenty years has to be computed, the decision of the Central Government shall be final,
subject to the usual appeals provided for in this Act.

9. Without prejudice to the provisions of Section 8, a Central Public Information

Officer or a State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may reject a request for

, information where such a request for providing access would involve an infringement of
copyright subsisting in a person other than the State.

10. (1) Where a request for access to information is rejected on the ground that it is
in relation to information which is exempt from disclosure, then, notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act, access may be provided to that part of the record which does not
contain any information which is exempt from disclosure under this Act and which can
reasonably be severed from any part that contains exempt information.

(2) Where access is granted to a part of the record under sub-section (/), the
Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be,
shall give a notice to the applicant, informing—

F-pES
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(a) that only part of the record requested, after severance of the
record containing information which is exempt from disclosure,
is being provided,

(b) *the reasons for the decision, including any findings on any material
question of fact, referring to the material on which those findings
were based;

(c) the name and designation of the person giving the decision;

(d) the details of the fees calculated by him or her and the amount of fee
which the applicant is required to deposit; and

(e) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision regarding
non- disclosure of part of the information, the amount of fee charged
or the form of access provided, including the particulars of the senior
officer specified under sub-section (1) of Section 19 or the Central
Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as
the case may be, time limit, process and any other form of access.

11. (1) Where a Central Public Information Officer or a State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, intends to disclose any information or record, or part thereof
on a request made under this Act, which relates to or has been supplied by a third party
and has been treated as confidential by that third party, the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall, within five days from
the receipt of the request, give a written notice to such third party of the request and of the
fact that the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, intends to disclose the information or record, or part thereof, and invite the
third party to make a submission in writing or orally, regarding whether the information
should be disclosed, and such submission of the third party shall be kept in view while
taking a decision about disclosure of information:

Provided that except in the case of trade or commercial secrets protected by law,
disclosure may be allowed if the public interest in disclosure outweighs in importance any
possible harm or injury to the interests of such third party.

(2) Where a notice is served by the Central Public Informaticn Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, under sub-section (/) to a third party in
respect of any information or record or part thereof] the third party shall, within ten days
from the date of receipt of such notice, be giver the opportunity to make representation
against the proposed disclosure.
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(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 7, the Central Public Informa-
tion officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall, within forty days
after receipt of the request under Section 6, if the third party has been given an opportu-
nity to make representation under sub-section (2), make a decision as to whether or not to
disclose the information or record or part thereof and give in writing the notice of his
decision to the third party.

(4) A notice given under sub-section (3) shall include a statement that the third
party to whom the notice is given is entitled to prefer an appeal under Section 19 against
the decision.

CHAPTER III
THE CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

12. (1) The Central Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute
a body to be known as the Central Information Commission to exercise the powers conferred
on, and to perform the functions assigned to, it under this Act.

(2) The Central Information Commission shall consist of—
(a) the Chief Information Commissioner; and

(5) such number of Central Information Commissioners, not exceeding
ten, as may be deemed necessary.

(3) The Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall
be appointed by the President on the recommendation of a Committee consisting of-—

(i)  the Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the Commiittee;
(i) the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; and
(iii) a Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister.

Explanation.—For the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that
where the Leader of Opposition in the House of the People has not been recognised as
such, the Leader of the single largest group in Opposition of the Government in the House
of the People shall be deemed to be the Leader of Opposition.

(4) The general superintendence, direction and management of the affairs of the
Central Information Commission shall vest in the Chief Information Commissioner who
shall be assisted by the Information Commissioners and may exercise all such powers and
do all such acts and things which may be exercised or done by the Central Information
Commission autonomously without being subjected to directions by any other authority
under this Act.

(5) The Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall
be persons of eminence in public life with wide knowledge and experience in law, science
and technology, social service, management, journalism, mass media or administration
and governance.
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(6) The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioners shall
not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union territory,
as the case may be, or hold any other office of profit or connected with any political party
or carrying on any business or pursuing any profession,

(7) The headquarters of the Central Information Commission shall be at Delhi
and the Central Information Commission may, with the previous approval of the Central
Government, establish offices at other places in India.

13. (1) The Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the date on which he enters upon his office and shall not be eligible for reappointment:

Provided that no Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office as such after
he has attained the age of sixty-five years.

(2) Every Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the date on which he enters upon his office or till he attains the age of sixty-five
years, whichever is earlier, and shall not be eligible for reappointment as such Information
Commissioner:

Provided that every Information Commissioner shall, on vacating his office under
this sub-section be eligible for appointment as the Chief Information Commissioner in the
manner specified in sub-section (3) of Section 12:

Provided further that where the Information Commissioner is appointed as the
Chief Information Commissioner, his term of office shall not be more than five years in
aggregate as the Information Commissioner and the Chief Information Commissioner.

(3) The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall
before he enters upon his office make and subscribe before the President or some other
person appointed by him in that behalf, an caih or affirmation according to the form set
out for the purpose in the First Schedule.

(4) The Chief Information Commissioner or an information Commissioner may, at
any time, by writing under his hand addressed (o the President, resign from his office:

Provided that the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner
may be removed in the manner specified under Section 14,

(5) The salaries and allowances payable to and other terms and conditions of
service of—

(a) the Chief Information Commissioner shali be the same as that of the
Chief Election Commissioner;

(b) an Infcrmation Commissioner shall be the same as that of an
Election Commissioner:

Provided that if the Chief Information Conumnissioner or an Information Commis-
sioner, at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of a pension, other than a disability or
wound pension, in respect of any previous service under the Govesi-wient of India or

-
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under the Government of a State, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief
Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount
of that pension including any portion of pension which was commuted and pension
equivalent of other forms of retirement benefits excluding pension equivalent of retire--
ment gratuity:

Provided further that if the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information
Commissioner if at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of retirement benefits in
respect of any previous service rendered in a Corporation established by or under any
Central Act or State Act or a Government Company owned or controlled by the Central
Government or the State Government, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief
Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount
of pension equivalent to the retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salaries, allowances and other conditions of service of the
Chief Information Commissioner and the Information Commissioners shall not be varied
to their disadvantage after their appointment.

(6) The Central Government shall provide the Chief Information Commissioner
and the Information Commissioners with such officers and employees as may be necessary
for the efficient performance of their functions under this Act, and the salaries and
allowances payable to and the terms and conditions of service of the officers and other
employees appointed for the purpose of this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

14. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), the Chief Information
Commissioner or any Information Commissioner shall be removed from his office only by
Order of the President on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity after the
Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the President, has, on inquiry, reported that
the Chief Information Commissioner or any Information Commissioner, as the case may
be, ought on such ground be removed.

(2) The President may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibit also
from attending the office during inquiry, the Chief Information Commissioner or Information
Commissioner in respect of whom a reference has been made to the Supreme Court under
sub-section (1) until the President has passed Orders on receipt of the report of the
Supreme Court on such reference.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the President may
by Order remove from office the Chief Information Commissioner or any Information
Commissioner if the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Commissioner, as
the case may be,—

(a)is adjudged an insolvent; or

(b) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the President,
involves moral turpitude; or
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(c) engages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the
duties of his office; or

(d) is, in the opinion of the President, unfit to continue in office by reason of
infirmity of mind or body; or

(e) has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect
prejudicially his functions as the Chief Information Commissioner or a
Information Commissioner.

(4) If the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Commissioner in any
way, concerned or interested in any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of the
Government of India or participates in any way in the profit thereof or in any benefit or
emolument arising therefrom otherwise than as a member and in common with the other
members of an incorporated company, he shall, for the purposes of sub-section (7), be
deemed to be guilty of misbehaviour.

CHAPTER IV

THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

Constitution of 15. (1) Every State Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute
: State 3 body to be known as the .......................... (name of the State) Information Commission to
Information . o oice the powers conferred on, and to perform the functions assigned to, it under

Commission.

this Act.
(2) The State Information Commission shall consist of—
(a) the State Chief Information Commissioner, and

(b) such number of State Information Commissioners, not exceeding ten, as
may be deemed necessary.

(3) The State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information
Commissioners shall be appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of a Committec
consisting of—

(i) the Chief Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the Committee;
(ii) the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly; and
(iii) a Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Chicf Minister.

Expianation —For the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that
wlier the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly has not been recognised as
such, the Leader of the single largesi group in opposition of the Governmesn! in i
Legislative Assembly shail be deemed to be the Leader of Opposition.

'(4) The general superintendence, direction and management of the affairs of'the
State Information Commission shall vest in the State Chief Information Commissioner who
shali be assisted by the State Information Commissioners and may exercise all such powers
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and do all such acts and things which may be exercised or done by the State Information
Commission autonomously without being subjected to directions by any other authority
under this Act.

(5) The State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information
Commissioners shall be persons of eminence in public life with wide knowledge and
experience in law, science and technology, social service, management, journalism, mass
media or administration and governance.

(6) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner
shall not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union
territory, as the case may be, or hold any other office of profit or connected with any
political party or carrying on any business or pursuing any profession.

(7) The headquarters of the State Information Commission shall be at such place
in the State as the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify
and the State Information Commission may, with the previous approval of the State
Government, establish offices at other places in the State.

16. (/) The State Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five
years from the date on which he enters upon his office and shall not be eligible for
reappointment:

Provided that no State Chief Information Commissioner shall hold ofhce as such
after he has attained the age of sixty-five years.

(2) Every State Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five
years from the date on which he enters upon his office or till he attains the age of sixty-five
years, whichever is earlier, and shall not be eligible for reappointment as such State
[nformation Commissioner:

Provided that every State Information Commissioner shall, on vacating his office
under this sub-section, be eligible for appointment as the State Chief Information
Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-section (3) of section 15:

Provided further that where the State Information Commissioner is appointed as

.the State Chief Information Commissioner, his term of office shall not be more than five

years in aggregate as the State Information Commissioner and the State Chief Information
Commissioner.

(3) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner, shall before he enters upon his office make and subscribe before the
Governor or some other person appointed by him in that behalf, an oath or affirmation
according to the form set out for the Purpose in the First Schedule.

(4) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner
may, at any time, by writing under his hand addressed to the Governor, resign from his
office:

Provided that the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner may be removed in the manner specified under section 17,
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(5) The salaries and allowances payable to and other terms and conditions of
service of— '

(a) the State Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of an
Election Commissioner;

(b) the State Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of the Chief
Secretary to the State Government:

Provided that if the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner, at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of a pension, other
than a disability or wound pension, in respect of any previous service under the Government
of India or under the Government of a State, his salary in respect of the service as the State
Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner shall be reduced by
the amount of that pension including any portion of pension which was commuted and
pension equivalent of other forms of retirement benefits excluding pension equivalent of
retirement gratuity:

Provided further that where the State Chief Information Commissioner or a
State Information Commissioner if, at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of retirement
benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in a Corporation established by or
under any Central Act or Staie Act or a Government Company owned or controlled by the
Central Government or the State Government, his salary in respect of the service as the
State Chief Information Commissioner or the State Information Commissioner shall be
reduced by the amount of pension equivalent to the retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salaries, allowances and other conditions of service
of the State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners
shall not be varied to their disadvantage after their appcintment.

(6) The Siate Government shall provide the State Chief Information Commissioner
and the Staite Information Commissioners with such officers and employees as may be
necessary for the efficient performance of their functions under this Act, and the salaries
and allowances payable to and the terms and conditions of service of the officers and
other employees appointed for the purpose of this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

17. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section {3), the State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner shall be removed from his office only
by order of the Governor on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity after the
Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the Governor, has on inquiry, reported that the
State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner, as the casc
may be, ought on such ground be removed.

(2) The Governor may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibit also
from attending the office during inquiry, the State Chief Information Commissioner or a
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State Information Commissioner in respect of whom a reference has been made to the
Supreme Court under sub-section (/) until the Governor has passed orders on receipt of
the report of the Supreme Court on such reference.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section(/), the Governor may
by order remove from Office the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner, if a State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner, as the case may be,—

(a) is adjudged an insolvent; or

(b) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the Governor,
involves moral turpitude; or

{c) engages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the
duties of his oftice; or

(d) is, in the opinion of the Governor, unfit to continue in office by reason
of infirmity of mind or body; or

(e) has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect
prejudicially his functions as the State Chief Information Commissioner
or a State Information Commissioner.

(4) If the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner in any way, concerned or interested in any contract or agreement made by
or on behalf of the Government of the State or participates in any way in
the profit thereof or in any benefit or emoluments arising therefrom otherwise than as a
member and i common with the other members of an incorporated company, he shall, for
the purposes of sub-section (1), be deemed Lo be guilty of misbehaviour.

CHAPTER V
PowEgrs AND FUNCTIONS OF THE INFORMATION COMMISSIONS, APPEAL AND
; PENALTIES
fP"“";'fS ‘“"‘I“ 18. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, it shall be the duty of the Central
];‘?::;2:; :n Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, to receive

Commissions.  and inquire into a complaint from any person,—

(a) who has been unable to submit a request to a Central Public Informa-
tion officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be,
either by reason that no such officer has been appointed under this
Act, or because the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or
State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be, has
refused to accept his or her application for information or appeal
under this Act for forwarding the same to the Central Public Infor-
mation Officer or State Public Information Officer or Senior Officer
specified in sub-section (1) of Section 19 or the Central Information
Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case
may be;
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(b) who has been refused access to any information requested under
this Act;

(c) who has not been given a response to a request for information or
access fn information within the time limit specified under this Act;

(d) who has been required to pay an amount of fee which he or she
considers unreasonable;

(e) who believes that he or she has been given incomplete, misleading
or false information under this Act; and

()  in respect of any other matter relating to requesting or obtaining
access to records under this Act.

(2) Where the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission,
as the case may be, is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds to inquire into the matter,
it may initiate an inquiry in respect thereof.

(3) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shall, while inquiring into any matter under this section, have the same
powers as are vesled in a Civil Court while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908, in respect of the following matters, namely:—

5 of 1908

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of persons and compel
them to give oral or written evidence on oath and to produce the
documents or things;

{b} requiring the discovery and inspection of documents;

(c¢) receiving evidence on affidavit;
(d) requisitioning any public record or copies thereof from any Court or

office;

(e) issuing suminons for examination of witnesses or documents; and

(/) any other matter which may be prescribed.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in consistent contained in any other Act of Parlia-
ment or State Legislature, as the case may be, the Central Information Commission or the
Siate Information Commission, as the case may be, may, during the inquiry of any
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complaint under this Act, examine any record to which this Act applies which is under the
control of the public authority, and no such record may be withheld from it on any grounds.

19. (1) Any person who, does not receive a decision within the time specified in sub-
section (1) or clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 7, or is aggrieved by a decision of
the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may
be, may within thirty days from the expiry of such period or from the receipt of such a
decision prefer an appeal to such officer who is senior in rank to the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, in each public
authority:

Provided that such officer may admit the appeal after the expiry of the period of
thirty days if he or she is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause
from filing the appeal in time.

(2) Where an appeal is preferred against an order made by a Central Public
Information Officer or a State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, under section
11 to disclose third party information, the appeal by the concerned third party shall be
made within thirty days from the date of the order.

(3) A second appeal against the decision under sub-section (1) shall lie within
ninety days from the date on which the decision should have been made or was actually
received, with the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission:

Provided that the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, may admit the appeal after the expiry of the period of
ninety days if it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause from filing
the appeal in time.

(4) If the decision of the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the vase may be, against which an appeal is preferred relates to
information of a third party, the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, shall give a reasonable opportunity of being heard to
that third party.

(9) In any appeal proceedings, the onus to prove that a denial of a request was
Justified shall be on the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, who denied the request.

(6) An appeal under sub-section (/) or sub-section (2) shall be disposed of
within thirty days of the receipt of the appeal or within such extended period not exceeding
a total of forty-five days from the date of filing thereof, as the case may be, for reasons to
be recorded in writing, ;

(7) The decision of the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, shall be binding.
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(8) In its decision, the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, has the power to—

(a) require the public authority to take any such steps as may be
necessary to secure compliance with the provisions of this Act,
including—

(i) by providing access to information, if so requested, in a
particular form;

(i) by appointing a Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be;

(iii) by publishing certain information or categories of information;

(iv) by making necessary changes to its practices in relation to the
maintenance, management and destruction of records;

(v) by enhancing the provision of training on the right to
: information for is officials;

(vi) by providing it with an annual report in compliance with
clause (b) of sub-section (/) of Section 4;

(b) require the public authority to compensate the complainant for any
loss or other detriment suffered;

(c) impose any of the penalties provided under this Act;
(d) rejectihe application.

(9) The Ceatral Information Comimission or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shail give notice of its decision, including any right of appeal, to the complainant
and the public authority.

{10) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as
the case may be, shall decide the appeal in accordance with such procedure as may be
prescribed.

20. (1) Where the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, at the time of deciding any complaint or appeal is of the
opinion that the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, has, withoul any reasonable cause, refused to receive an application
for information or has not furnished information within the time specified under
sub-section (/) of Section 7 or malafidely denied the request for information or knowingly
given incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or destroyed information which was
the subject of the request or obstructed in any manner in furnishing the information, it
shall impose a penalty of two hundred and fifty rupees each day till application is
received or information is furnished, so however, the toial amount of such penalty shall
not exceed twenty-five thousand rupees:
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Provided that the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, shall be given a reasonable opportunity of being
heard before any penalty is imposed on him:

Provided further that the burden of proving that he acted reasonably and
diligently shall be on the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be.

(2) Where the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, at the time of deciding any compléint or appeal is of the
opinion that the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, has, without any reasonable cause and persistently, failed to receive
an application for information or has not furnished information within the time specified
under sub-section (/) of Section 7 or malafidely denied the request for information or
knowingly given incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or desiroyed information
which was the subject of the request or obstructed in any manner in furnishing the
information, it shall recommend for disciplinary action against the Central Public Information
Officer or the State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, under the service rules
applicable to him.

CHAPTER VI
MISCELLANEOUS

21. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against any person for
anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act or any rule
made thereunder.

22, The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything
inconsistent therewith contained in the Official Secrets Act, 1923, and any other law for
the time being in force or in any instrument having effect by virtue of any law other than
this Act.

23. No court shall entertain any suit, application or other proceeding in respect of
any order made under this Act and no such order shall be called in question otherwise
than by way of an appeal under this Act.

24. (1) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the intelligence and security
organisations specified in the Second Schedule, being organisations established by the
Central Government or any information furnished by such organisations to that
Govemnment:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption and
human rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of
allegations of vielation of human rights, the information shall only be provided afier the
approval of the Central Information Commission, and notwithstanding anything
contained in Section 7, such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the
date of the receipt of request.

19 of 1923



19/1923

19/1923

284-1—Ta

2

wgbyegurs: owwltl CUTSS BHHAI YMETII(FSEGH VeV,
CpreysGapL, el QUTSIS SsaieL YT II(HSSGS SETL LD GTHa LD
aIFESILIGUSDSG wpeTL), CH_SLLGUSHEG BUITLLOTET UTLILILf 66D
DyeflGsiiREHe Gevetr(BILb:

Gugnb egbyeogums: aowwls GUTSS SHUD NGUGIT Bj6VGVL,
GprreysGami, omBlevls GILITSS SFaIe) jeweuewT FUITWILHTSEILD FaIeH G/l QLD
Qb RerarTi eredriicns GLOLI N IFHSD FeLOUITeTS Bjeueng Gl FTibEHTEGLD.

(2) (pempui® oeveusgy Gosvpenmul® ergemamuyb Biromefla&n GposEev,
sowws GQumgld SSeued Ieeuevm gjevevdy, CrreysGanu, orflevls GlITSis
SHHAIED fEYQUGIT BUImuIorest STTesnTid eTSiafLllesruyb, afi_min g uimseb
7oub Oflafler () opb 2.1 19fafeiring GPSHOTSHIIL L. STOSHDEGET
SHEMIQSHTET allewTenT LILID GeTHenaTls GLIDS SUNFDTT eVVF FH5aIan6V
fE&ETRmERDTT  vandy SsauassTar Casrhaensulenesr GlEl L
6TGUIT GMT LG0T  LOMIGHDT VIS HEUDTEW, (LH(LPENLOILIDD BfeVevg FHend
SplidgEamigur sgeumev GouetorHOoeTCn oyefl&@mmt oysvevagy Gamhldensuesr
Qum@derTs @QBHS Ssauciener IPSHDTI WG SFHUMe aTILILIGNS
sThBpeOPUIGID SRGSEDTIT  CTeim enbIIG SHEU) ENEUITUILD, BV
CrireysGapu, wrhevd SHeared ewenTiid SRHFDOI_Sd, Sfs eDLDUIL)
Glumas sseuev jevieuevit yeveud GnmeysGanis, wrblevls GLITS S SHHauew
LRI THT TS auibdh@L QT Ebsssss LewlalBlsallerLiy ok
BL_augdens er(HiEsls ufkgeng Qs Geuesr(Bib.

Qfurubd VI

udaimaslul L

2L @Qpsd FLL gBering Gur seng sy Celwliu’ L S ser
er et Lig wjGrom peLGlevenT e $Glev GlFunuiii 1 gjevevs) GEFUNLISSHSILIL L
GTEHEDEHTHALD, BUIT TaURGGLD THTTH 2. flenibeuipsds@, GDDULPSEG JVeVES
Lipd FLi_ pLaugsams gy GISTL_TIu@se) YSTSHI.

22. 19239)b  YRTH SIS LODWLIBFZET FLL_SFED  LOHMILD
LBurengs@s Geswvewrppaieyerar Uipd FL L b a@ed, Qbss FL L b
Sveurs LIng s ib ergenler Lwer Spewmed Glawpumi e 2.erer (in
(LPEODWITCUETITLD GTHGILD (LpTewTTS eTairer L mGulspbs GumGan, @)bse
FLL_SBl6T euenspenmser LOSTITRS @UIRIEGLD SETEOLOWG! BYELD.

23. @Qbsd s g@Berng Spufssiu’ L yeoesr e1g GISmL_rumseib,
2 Aenio euLpd@, aflevsTanT LD Oj6veugy LI BL_auly Hens eTgenarTujd BHILOGTDLD
agian  THDSQETITEESN HTH LHDID @HSE FLLSBETLY. @
Gueupennui® eTeirenid auenauiley eml, LIDOUTL HSSHDSILI YOO 6156 LD
Omighg aTEL_ LIRS0 Y&sTH.

24. (1) @bsd SFLLSH0 YL mBuweTer TH @D, (3T 6T LTI
@ewewr Ly 19 16860 GHGSIDTSSILL (D), eVLOW S TEFTHISSSTV BlmjeuLi 1
Bojeuermigeanrs @QYBSHD LeVTTIGY LOPDID UTSISTLUL] DEOLOLILIFHEHSE
IIVLG] IBG ITFTHGSHDNG Issewau HneueTisarTd afssiuBLd
SFUAD THNEGLD CUITIFHRHISE) YSTHI:

QEbyegurs: 2orpey GHSS T Gevrser wpmn  weflg el
Bpevser QamLrumear sswe @ps 2L Ufelaruy. F&5ULGSD YSTH:

Cugybd wpbyegurs: wallg o Mewaer ps GHSSE FrLGevrser
Qami_rurer gsumel QUINISSUMT, SHQUTEIG, MDLG HHaI6)
gyvanrwgBHer @LGUDLsGL Uearart wi HGw yealssliLifse Govever (b
wppid 7oyb Lifelley oy mBuerer e1gy eTeuuTHBLIIIID, ISSWSWS
sHaue, Garhsmst Quplul i prafled@hg BTDUS®SHS BITL_HEHSHSeT
SyeflssiBge Ceveis BILD.

mauolevanar

o hHer

T FFLNIL L.
BL_6uLg.&
ENSFHSHLI

LT &ISHITLILY.
i gy
Quukiis
gﬁnre‘m.uu.ﬂg
YLD,

AT Tt
HBHTIT
TGS
FEWL_.

GG

5. v 697 Bt
56155 (&
@ubss s L tb
Qi (BhgISe
BT



Monitoring and
reporting

3

(2) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, amend
the Schedule by including therein any other intelligence or security organisation
established by that Government or omitting therefrom any organisation already specified
therein and on the publication of such notification, such organisation shall be deemed to
be included in or, as the case may be, omiited from the Schedule.

(3) Every notification issued under sub-section (2) shall be laid before each
House of Parliament.

(4) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to such intelligence and security
organisation being organisations established by the State Government, as that Government
may, from time to time, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption and
human rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section: .

Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of
allegations of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided after the
approval of the State Information Commission and, notwithstanding anything contained
in section 7, such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the date of the
receipt of request. ;

(5) Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall be laid before the
State Legislature.

25. (1) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shall, as soon as practicable after the end of each year, prepare a report on the
implementation of the provisions of this Act during that year and forward a copy thereof
to the appropriate Government.

(2) Each Ministry or Department shall, in relation to the public authoritics within
their jurisdiction, collect and provide such information to the Central Information
Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, as is required to prepare
the report under this section and comply with the requirements concerning the furnishing
of that information and keeping of records for the purposes of this section.

(3) Each report shall state in respect of the Year to which the report relates,—

(a) the number of requests made to each public authority;

(b) the number of decisions where applicants were not entitled to
cuoess to the docunviiis pursuant to the requests, the provisions of
this Act under which these decisions were made and the number of
times such provisions were invoked;
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(c) the number of appeals referred to the Central Information
Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be,
for review, the nature of the appeals and the outcome of the
appeals;

(d) particulars of any disciplinary action taken against any officer in
respect of the administration of this Act;

(e) the amount of charges collected by each public authority under this
Act;

() any facts which indicate an effort by the public authorities to
administer and implement the spirit and intention of this Act;

(g) recommendations for reform, including recommendations in respect
of the particular public authorities, for the development,
improvement, modernisation, reform or amendment to this Act or
other legislation or common law or any other matter relevant for
operationalising the right to access information.

(4) The Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, may,
as soon as practicable after the end of each year, cause a copy of the report of the Central
Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case may be, referred
to in sub-section (7) to be laid before each House of Parliament or, as the case may be,
before each House of the State Legislature, where there are two Houses, and where there
is one House of the State Legislature before that House.

(3) If it appears to the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commmission, as the case may be, that the practice of a public authority in relation to the
exercise of its functions under this Act does not conform with the provisions or spirit of
this Act, it may give to the authority a recommendation specifying the steps which ought
in its opinion to be taken for promoting such conformity.

26. (/) The appropriate Government may, to the extent of availability of financial
and other resources,—

(a) develop and organise educational programmes to advance the under-
standing of the public, in particular of disadvantaged communities
as to how to exercise the rights contemplated under this Act;

(b) encourage public authorities to participate in the development and
organisation of programmes referred to in clause (@) and to undertake
such programmes themselves;

(c) promote timely and effective dissemination of accurate information
by public authorities about their activities; and
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(dj train Central Public Information Gfficers or State Public Information

Officers, as the case may be, of public authorities and produce

relcvant training materials for use by the public authorities them-
selves.

(2) The appropriate Government shall within eighteen months from the
commencement of this Act, compile in its official language a guide containing such
information, in an easily comprehensible form and manner, as may reasonably be required
by a person who wishes to exercise any right specified in this Act.

(3) The appropriate Government shall, if necessary, update and publish the
guidelines referred to in sub-section (2) at regular intervals which shall, in particular and
without prejudice to the generality of sub-section (2), include—

(a)
(]

(c)

(d)

(e)

®

)

®)

the objects of this Act;

the postal and street address, the phone and fax number and, it
available, electronic mail address of the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, of
every public authority appointed under sub-section (/) of
Section 5;

the manner and the form in which request for access to an informa-
tion shall be made to a Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be;

the assistance available from and the duties of the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case

" may be, of a public authority under this Act;

the assistance available from the Central Information Commission
or State Information Commission, as the case may be;

ail remedies in law available regarding an act or failure to act in
respect of a right or duty conferred or imposed by this Act including
the manner of filing an appeal to the Commission;

the provisions providing for the voluntary disclosure of categories
of records in accordance with section 4;

the notices regarding fees to be paid in relation to requests for access
to an information; and

any additional regulations or circulars made or issued in relation to
obtairing access to an information in accordance with this Act.

(4) The appropriate Government must, if necessary, update and publish the guide-
lines at regular intervals.
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Power to make 27. (1) The appropriate Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make
rules by ryles to carry out the provisions of this Act.
appropriate
Government.
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power,
such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:—

(a) - the cost of the medium or print cost price of the materials to be
disseminated under sub-section (4) of section 4;

(b) the fee payable under sub-section (/) of section 6;

(c) the fee payable under sub-sections (/) and (5) of section 7;

(d) the salaries and allowances payable to and the terms and conditions
of service of the officers and other employees under sub-section(6)
of Section 13and sub-section (6) of section 16;

(e) the procedure to be adopted by the Central Information Commission
or State Information Commission, as the case may be, in deciding
the appealsunder sub-section {/0) of section 19; and

(/) any other matter which is required to be, or may be prescribed.

Power to make 28. (1) The competent authority may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make

rules by ryles to carry out the provisions of this Act.,
competent

authority.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power,
such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:—

(i) the cost of the medium or print cost price of the materials to be
disseminated under sub-section (4) of section 4;

(ii) the fee payable under sub-section (/) of section 6;

: (iii) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section 7; and

(iv) any other matter which Is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

Laying of rules. 29. (/) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid, as
soon as may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for
a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or morc
successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the
session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modifica-
tion in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall
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thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so,
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the valid-
ity of anything previously done under that rule.

{2) Every rule made under this Act by a State Government shall, be laid,
as soon as may be afler it is notified, before the State Legislature.

30. (1) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central
Government may, by order published in the Official Gazette, make such provisions not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as appear to it to be necessary or expedient for
removal of the difficulty :

Provided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of a period of two
years from the date of the commencement of this Act.

(2) Every order made under this section shall, as soon as may be after it is made,
be laid before each House of Parliament.

31. The Freedom of Information Act, 2002 is hereby repealed.

THE FIRST SCHEDULE
[See SECTIONS 13 (3) and 16(3)]

FORM OF OATH OR AFFIRMATION TO BE MADE BY THE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE STATE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE STATE
InForMATION COMMISSIONER.

“Louereeeerereennenreny having been appointed Chief Information Comumissioner/Information
Commissioner/State Chief Information Commissioner/State Information Commissioner

Swear in the name of God that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of
solemnly affirm

India as by law established, that I will uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India, that
[ will duly and faithfully ard to the best of my ability, knowledge and judgement perform
the duties of my office without fear or favour, affection or ill-will and that I will uphold the
Constitution and the laws.”.

5 of 2003,
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE

(See Section 24)

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY ORGANISATION ESTABLISHED BY THE CENTRAL (GOVERNMENT

1. Intelligence Bureau.

2. Research and Analysis Wing of the Cabinet Secretariat.
3. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence.

4, Central Economic Intelligence Bureau.

5. Directorate of Enforcement.

6. Narcotics Control Bureau.

7. Aviation Research Centre.

8. Special Frontier Force.

9. Border Security Force.

10. Central Reserve Police Force.

11. Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

124 Central.lndustria] Security Force.

13. National Security Guards.

14. Assam Rifles.

15. Sashtra Seema Bal.

16. Special Branch (CID), Andaman and Nicobar.

17. The Crime Branch-C.I.D.—-CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

18. Special Branch, I.akshadweep Police.

19. Special Protection Group.

20. Defence Research and Development Organisation,
21. Border Road Development Board.

22. Financial Intelligence Unit, India.




28

@rawLrd Qeewriyliulipud
24 gih Sfimus srews)

MW . NTFTRISST T TR ;ﬂumuu;..l_ qmwrn’.lq mﬂym un-gsrruq
S emioLiL]:

L yevermia Sseuew HleneviiLd.

2: gmwFsFgrous OFwasSSeT, Qe wnm UGLUTdeyl ifley.
3. QuEBEUTIIL LG TIIeYS SHieOD @ISSHSLD.

4. oWl QUITWHETTSTIL LeveTTiie] HeneuuiLb.

5. QlFweurss @UiSSHELD.

6. wiES WEHHESE SUGUUTL G Benevuwib.

7. GUITGS LNLIGRT QUi6) GLOWILD.

8 Bmliy eTUemeVs HTeUeU LI .

9. eTELEMEULI LITGTLILILI LIGDL ..

0. enwwsF GFwd ST L.

i @QUCHT-FOILISGUIET eTeVeMeVs HTa6) LienL .

12. enwwg GSTPey LUTHSTULL UL .

13. CaPw UTSISTLUILIS HTeUeuiSHer.

4. SjFmb SUNITET Leni_.

15, Qui% eTeLemeULILIGHL

16. eypsomer opmid B&Gsrumrfier iyl Sifley (P.g.q.)

17. srgom wnmid srer anGeuedullesr Ppliy ommid enows GHHoL
yevewrmiseys fley (C.1.D.-C.B.).

8. @evi_ssBeysafler Epliys smeusv Lifey.

19. Splgyts UTSSTULE GHUPLOLD.

20. UTGISTLIL QTTIFF WHID UGTTESR Sjenioliy.
21. GTévemev FMewev UTTEFR eummiib,

22. BFBlenev gppmL_ev ifley, @BSwr.







